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Wasting = Climate ChangeWasting = Climate Change

US consumes 1/3 of US consumes 1/3 of 
the worldthe world’’s timbers timber

Deforestation = 30% Deforestation = 30% 
GHG emissions GHG emissions 



Wasting = Climate ChangeWasting = Climate Change

US = 5% World PopulationUS = 5% World Population

US = 22% GHGUS = 22% GHG

US = 30% WorldUS = 30% World’’s Wastes Waste



Wasting = Climate ChangeWasting = Climate Change

•• MiningMining
•• DeforestationDeforestation
•• TransportationTransportation
•• Industrial ProcessingIndustrial Processing
•• ManufacturingManufacturing



Wasting = 36.7% U.S. Greenhouse Gas EmissionsWasting = 36.7% U.S. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Source: Stop Trashing the Climate , ILSR,  June, 2008 



Zero Waste = Climate ProtectionZero Waste = Climate Protection



Zero Waste = Climate StabilizationZero Waste = Climate Stabilization

•• Zero Waste PathZero Waste Path 7.0%7.0%

•• Fuel EfficiencyFuel Efficiency 5.9%5.9%
•• Expanding Carbon SinksExpanding Carbon Sinks 7.6%7.6%
•• Industrial SectorIndustrial Sector 10.7%10.7%
•• Buildings & AppliancesBuildings & Appliances 12.2%12.2%
•• Electric Power ProductionElectric Power Production 13.8%13.8%



LandfillsLandfills
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Methane = 72x carbonMethane = 72x carbon
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Methane = 72x carbonMethane = 72x carbon
Landfill Methane = 21% of US Coal-Fired Plants



Compostable Organics Out of Landfills Compostable Organics Out of Landfills 

Eliminates the largest source of  Eliminates the largest source of  
humanhuman--produced methaneproduced methane



Existing technologies are not enough Existing technologies are not enough 
Immediate change is needed Immediate change is needed 
This means simple things have added urgency. What This means simple things have added urgency. What 

could be simpler than composting and organics could be simpler than composting and organics 
recycling?  recycling?  

Methane is an excellent target for shortMethane is an excellent target for short--term term 
climate change mitigation: climate change mitigation: 
72x carbon72x carbon
99--12 years in the atmosphere12 years in the atmosphere



A Zero Waste Strategy A Zero Waste Strategy 
preventing waste, maximizing reuse, preventing waste, maximizing reuse, 
composting, and expanding recycling composting, and expanding recycling 
is the is the fastest and easiest way to fastest and easiest way to 
reduce our carbon footprint and reduce our carbon footprint and 
stabilize the climate.stabilize the climate.



COOL = Prevent methaneCOOL = Prevent methane
COOL = Healthy SoilsCOOL = Healthy Soils



COOL = Prevent methaneCOOL = Prevent methane
COOL = Healthy SoilsCOOL = Healthy Soils

Soils = 2x carbon as biomassSoils = 2x carbon as biomass





Stop Trashing the ClimateStop Trashing the Climate

Institute for Local SelfInstitute for Local Self--RelianceReliance
June, 2008June, 2008
www.StopTrashingtheClimate.orgwww.StopTrashingtheClimate.org



Compostable Organics out Landfill by 2012
GRRN and BioCycle Magazine

www.cool2012.org
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Zero Waste Community PlanningZero Waste Community Planning
Zero Waste Business ProfilesZero Waste Business Profiles
Zero Waste Business PrinciplesZero Waste Business Principles



GrassRoots Recycling NetworkGrassRoots Recycling Network

www.grrn.orgwww.grrn.org
Zero Waste Community PlanningZero Waste Community Planning

www.zeroheroes.bizwww.zeroheroes.biz
Zero Waste Business ProfilesZero Waste Business Profiles
Zero Waste Business PrinciplesZero Waste Business Principles



Wasting = Climate ChangeWasting = Climate Change

One ton at the curb One ton at the curb 
= 71 tons upstream= 71 tons upstream


